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„Our conference is part of a worldwide 
effort to bring the power of writing to 
every child and citizen.“
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• funded by                             
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Key data
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• funded by                                      part of 

• duration: july 2009 – june 2012 (3 years)
• scope: 

– writing/text production research
– didactical recommendations based on results
– fundamental research (development of a model of writing 

literacy)
• interdisciplinary project (psychology, linguistics)

Key data
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Starting point
• writing literacy: ability to produce text(s)
• focus on genres in school/ genre-specific 

teaching of writing
• cross-genre abilities are rather neglected in 

didactical concepts 
„There exist a manageable number of genre specific 

studies […]. Till this day studies focussing the interdependency 
of genres in development do not exist.“ [translation: M. Knopp]

„Es gibt eine überschaubare Zahl textsortendifferenzierender Untersuchungen [...]. 
Untersuchungen zur Interdependenz von Textsorten in der Entwicklung gibt es bis heute nicht.“

Feilke 2003 (p. 183):
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Research questions
• sub-components of writing literacy: 

– how to recognize them?
– how to identify them?
– which linguistic attributes make them visible?

• comparison of the sub-components, realized in various genres: 
– are there mutual relations of the partial aspects (lexicon, cohesion, 

partner orientation)?
• sub-components: 

– can they be trained in a way that allows to transfer these skills across 
genres? 
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Objectives 

• identify sub-components of writing literacy
• characterize the relation of writing literacy in 

general and sub-components
• establish a conceptualization of a model of 

writing literacy
• (elaboration of a support framework)
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Study
• qualitative correlation study 
• elicitation periods:

1st : April – June 2010
2nd : October – December 2010

• sample:
- total of participants: 363
- total of complete 
  data sets: 286 5th graders5th graders5th graders 9th graders9th graders9th graders

Haupt-
schule

Real-
schule

Gym-
nasium

Haupt-
schule

Real-
schule

Gym-
nasium

n 45 51 56 41 41 52
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Coherence
Check the correct statement (only one is correct).

□ The house is on fire, because the fire fighters are arriving.

□ The fire fighters are arriving because the house is on fire.

□ The fire fighters are arriving, although the house is on fire.

□ The house will be on fire, if the fire fighters arrive.
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Coherence
Which 
sentence 
is true?

The son runs ...

The son runs ...

The son runs ...

The son runs ...

1

2

3

4
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Report/ argumentative text
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Person attributes
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Correlations
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